
I wanted to further discuss two possible reasons why you and your fellow staff might see differences 
between the EAA maps and the TCEQ maps. 
 
No. 1 - The zones of the Aquifer are defined differently 
 
As you see in the TCEQ map below, the TCEQ defines four zones of the Aquifer (Recharge, Transition, 
Contributing, and Contributing within the Transition)  
The EAA defines only two zones of the Aquifer (Contributing and Recharge).  

 

 
 
Example 1: 
TCEQ determines a facility to be located within the “Contributing within the Transition” zone.  
The EAA would regulate the site as a “Contributing Zone” site and regulate the site with any rules 
applicable to the Contributing Zone (Example - The EAA Subchapter G rules (tank rules) differentiates 
between sites that are on the Contributing Zone and the Recharge Zone). 
 
Example 2: 
TCEQ determines a facility to be located within the “Transition” zone. If I am not mistaken, the TCEQ 
would regulated the site as if it were a Recharge Zone site (WPAP/AST/UST plans would be required). 
However, since the EAA does not define the Transition Zone the EAA would regulate the site with rules 
that apply to all sites that are located within the jurisdictional boundary (Example – groundwater 
withdrawal, well construction, well closure), but the EAA’s Subchapter G rules would not be applicable 
(only applicable to the Contributing and Recharge Zones). 
 
  



No. 2 The EAA’s water quality rules are applicable to select portions of the Contributing and Recharge 
Zones. 
 
As seen in the image below, the Contributing Zone is very large and extends far to the north. However, 
the EAA does not regulate Kerrville. Why? 
The EAA ACT, the state legislation that created the EAA, specifies that the EAA’s Water Quality Rules are 
limited to what is called the “Five Mile Water Quality Buffer”. 
This buffer can be seen in the two hashed areas within the map. 
 

 
The Subchapter E and F rules   
(Spills and Chemical Storage) 
 

Applicable only in the diagonally hashed areas 

The Subchapter G rules  
(Tank Rules) 
 

Applicable only in the diagonally hashed BLUE areas 

The Subchapter H rules  
(Coal-Tar Sealant Prohibition) 
 

Applicable only in the vertically hashed areas 

 


